
Alumni Quotes 

Parents…. 

When considering High School options for Marc, he knew that he only wanted the IB program. He has been in 
gifted programs throughout elementary and middle school, so academically IB was clearly a great choice. The 
difference between IB and other academic programs in the county is that it is a complete program, recognized 
internationally. He has met and made friends with other IB students from around the country. He has absolutely 
thrived in IB and made friends who think similarly. His class mates are a wonderful support group for each other.    

Having been an IB student has prepared Marc well for his college applications. He will be attending Georgia Tech in 
the fall. As I write this I want to express pride in the Clay County School system for bringing the IB program to 
its students. I wish that there were greater understanding and support for this program. The IB program places 
our students in comparison with the best of public and private education in the nation. 

Marc feels that he had a very solid, satisfying high school experience that has prepared him for the future. Thank 
you for the opportunity to share my thoughts about the IB program.~~~ E. Cohen [parent class of 2013] 

 

I would like to offer my voice and experience as a parent of two Ridgeview IB students that have gone on to 
complete their undergraduate programs at the University of Florida and having either completed their 
professional Doctorate degrees or are in the process of completing their Doctorate degrees. Dr. Jessica Burgess is 
now a practicing veterinarian in Winter Haven Florida (Initial Ridgeview IB Class of 2004, UF Class of 2008, UF 
Vet School Class of 2012) and her little sister 2nd LT Kaitlyn Burgess is in her third year of Dental School at the 
University of Pittsburgh (Ridgeview IB Class of 2007, UF Class of 2011, University of Pittsburgh Dental School 
Class of 2015). Kaitlyn is a commissioned officer in the Air Force as part of the three year scholarship covering 
her dental school. Kaitlyn is also completing her Master’s in Public Heath at Pitt.  I hope that you find the facts of 
my daughter’s actual experiences are a pretty strong message to promote the program. I wanted to give back a 
little to Ridgeview and support the IB Program. ~~~Jack & Amy Burgess  



In choosing to complete the IB program, Connor Heinton benefitted greatly.  Not only was he able to attend the University of his 
Choice, UF, without any difficulty, he makes the Dean’s list regularly. In summary, the IB program has not only prepared Connor 
exceptionally well for his college courses and the pressures of completing multiple assignments, it did so in a manner of encouraging 
students to push themselves for excellence.  I love that Connor recognizes that many other students at UF come from an IB 
background, and he appreciates being with other students who strive for excellence as well. He has achieved a level of academic 
confidence based on his success with the IB program. He completed an internship with Wells Fargo the summer of 2012 and is 
currently studying abroad in Milan at Bocconi University through an exchange program with UF.  His interest in pursuing higher 
education and a desire for experiencing multi cultural lifestyles was most definitely fostered in the IB program.~~~Thank 
you….Mary Heinton [parent, class of 2010] 
 

“IB helps kids to think outside the box.  It opens doors for future opportunities.”  From a family of 3 IB students.  Classes of 2009, 
2013, 2014    Paula Gonzalez 

 

Students….. 

 

"The work ethic that I acquired because of IB has helped me excel in college as well as in life in 
general." Brianna Williams~~~C/O 2012  

With the IB program you have the opportunity to prove your abilities, create strong bonds with classmates, and 
learn to open your mind to new ideas and views. ~~~Noah Davis, C/O 2014 

Through my two years in RHS-Pre-IB alone, I have reached goals I previously considered impossible.  I have grown to be a 
better person and have learned many skills that have turned on a blinding light in my future.  I took the road less traveled and 
it definitely worked to my advantage. ~~~Alyssa Michel, Class of 2015 

 



 

IB provides students with many opportunities to expand their minds, explore their interests, and encourage their dedication. 
However, the IB program also has invaluable characteristics that can sometimes escape the eyes of zealous parents and eager 
students on the quest for the academic program, like the dedicated teachers and the group of students that will soon become as 
close as family.  Yet these smaller details are what have made Ridgeview’s IB Program take up a bigger place in my 
heart.~~~Hana Cummings, Class of 2013 

The journey of IB begins with unsure footing but as the days pass by each person finds their way through due dates, 
acronyms and sleepless nights to more stable footing as their minds are tested and sharpened by the demands of IB. 
Where at the end of the journey they uncover a sense of accomplishment, but most importantly, they discover 
themselves prepared to take the next voyage of their lives."  ~~~ Yosephine Febus-Traphen, Class of 2012 

The teachers I had in the IB program at Ridgeview truly made it worth all the hard work and time I spent in the 
program.  Their dedication and passion for teaching inspired me to succeed and helped me to realize how much I 
love learning.~~~Laura Yadon, Class of 2011 

The IB program provides a balanced curriculum, respecting the importance of all disciplines while also allowing its students 
to pursue their own interests through electives, CAS, internal assessments and Extended Essay. During my time as an IB 
student, I learned to not only come up with ideas, but also how to execute them. The lessons from writing my Extended Essay 
remain at the front of my mind, especially as I begin writing my undergraduate thesis at UF. My study of theatre is still 
relevant as well--I work for two performing arts venues on campus.  
In hindsight, one of the less recognized benefits of the program is the foreign language study requirement. After studying 
Spanish in IB, I have gone on to study Latin, Italian and Middle English with plans to begin French in the summer. Needless to 
say, IB makes "big" things seem possible. Regarding more tangible benefits, the credit I earned from my IB examinations also 
allowed me to start taking upper division courses my Freshman year and to pursue two majors (Medieval Studies and 
PhysicalGeography) and two minors (English and Classical Latin). 
--C. Cantrell, Class of 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The best thing about IB is a feeling of belonging - we are a family - everyone has everyone else's back! After that is the 
incredible education I have received - it is hard work, but it's worth it. Working with our amazing teachers and really 
"getting it" has made my work at Ridgeview both challenging and rewarding. I feel more than prepared to enter 
college this fall - it will make the transition to university level academics much easier. Thank you to my wonderful 
teachers, Mrs. Greenawalt, and especially my fabulous IB cohorts! You guys rock - I couldn't have done it without you!  
Sarah Granger, Class of 2013.   

  

 
 

 

 

 


