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 The International Baccalaureate Academic 

Booster Club would like to welcome everyone to the 

2014-15 IB year. As parents of  an IB student, we 

want to do all we can to support our students, teach-

ers, and administration of  the IB program. The IB 

Booster Club offers a fabulous opportunity to become 

engaged in the IB Diploma process that our students 

have committed themselves to. 

 The Booster Club exists to provide support to 

those involved in the IB program, purchase IB pins 

and medallions, and offer scholarships to IB seniors 

through fund raising and/or membership fees. 

The Boosters hold pre-scheduled meetings to inform 

parents what is happening in the program, how we can 

raise funds for scholarships, what events we will be 

supporting for the year, answer those questions that 
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loom over every IB parent, share scholarship search information, and to support 

each other. Let’s face it, living with an IB student can get a little stressful at times. 

It’s that stress that pulls us all together and demonstrates why the Booster Club is 

here; for supportive reasons. We have had IB students, IB teachers, and IB adminis-

tration come to us for help. We have been able to accommodate each time. That is 

our mission. 

 I hope that every IB parent will consider joining the IB Academic Booster 

Club this year to become engaged and show your support. Membership forms are 

available on the RHS website located in the IB section. The fee is 25.00 per fam-

ily. Membership forms and checks can be mailed to RHS or dropped off  at the IB 

office (Miss Greenawalt’s office) by your student. Come and join the club! 

“At the end of  the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s success is 

the positive involvement of  parents.” 

--Jane D. Hull
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Finally!

Mailboxes stuffed with university 

recruitment brochures--Calendars 

crammed with application deadlines and 

test dates--Weighing options—Seeking 

advice--Thinking about celebrations to 

come--The knowledge that the rewards 

for 13 years of effort and dedication are 

nearly within reach--Anticipating the 

future with a mix of excitement and joy 

and just a bit of apprehension….This is 

senior year as an IB student.

As your student begins to plan the path 

for his or her next steps, what criteria 

are being used to decide the next move?  

There are helpful tools that can assist 

your student in identifying and ranking 

the options.  

One of the most comprehensive comes 

from Cappex, (http://www.cappex.

com/ ), which bills itself as “Your 

College Decision Headquarters.”  

Cappex uses short surveys to help each 

student identify characteristics that are 

personally important in learning and 

living environments.  In addition, the 

website provides reviews by former and 

current students, offers information 

about available majors, costs, 

selectivity and much more.  If your 

senior seems to be having diffi culties 

narrowing options, this website might 

provide some direction.  Note to Juniors 

and their parents:  It’s never too soon 

to begin discovering what’s important to 

you in order to ensure the best possible 

university experience.

Don’t make decisions based solely on 

cost. Although in most cases the cost 

of in-state tuition is signifi cantly lower 

than out-of-state, some universities’ 

merit scholarships can exceed the 

savings reaped by staying in Florida.

Now, for the fun stuff…Our IB Seniors 

are doing amazing things!  

Mark Swartz recently earned the rank of 

Eagle Scout.  

Three National Merit Semi-Finalists were 

named from the Ridgeview IB program:  

Kira Benton, Rachel Louviere, and Joey 

Stair.  

Kyle Cohen, Katie Tauch and Jake McGee 

received the award of Superior for 

conducting The Panthers Marching Band 

at the Citrus High School Hurricane Pride 

Invitational. 

Go Panthers! 

Go IB!!

Please email information about your IB 

Seniors’ accomplishments to be included 

in a future IB Booster Newsletter.  My 

email address is: abtischer@oneclay.net. 

Seniors



I think, therefore IB

Take it from those who have been through it.

by Heidi Hansknect

I got in touch with some recent IB graduates to ask them the burning question: 

Was the IB program worth it?  I had a great time reaching out to these past RHS 

IB candidate graduates and they were happy to answer the question we all think 

about at the end of  the school year.  A majority of  those who corresponded with 

me gave permission to use their names, while others asked that I not.  Agreed.  I 

appreciated their honesty and I feel you will too.  Below are their candid answers 

that let the light shine on IB.

“The IB Program was without a doubt a worthwhile experience. IB has allowed 

me to maintain a sense of  composure and mental fortitude while dealing with 

the college workload. It is a relief  to arrive on campus with developed time 

management and study skills and the confidence that I can attain success.  The 

IB Program is an excellent way for any student aspiring to go to college to 

adequately prepare for the future. All I can say is thank you to RHS, IB, and the 

wonderful teachers I was fortunate enough to meet there.”  --Cody Edlenbos.  

Class of  2014

“Although I am glad that IB is now over, I would do it over again in a heart beat. 

I have more organizational and time-management skills than many of  my peers 

in my college classes. Studying is just plain easier because of  the way in which my 

IB instructors taught; they taught us how to study, even when we didn’t realize 

it.  IB offered some of  the most remarkable teachers and administrators who will 

always be a part of  my life.  --Class of  2013
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“All in all, IB taught me how to apply my work ethic to this environment (large 

university studies). I know how to study and have experience with managing my 

work to overcome strenuous times.   –Daniela Aguado.  Class of  2014

I even asked an IB parent for their answer.

“No doubt that IB challenges the kids.  Forces organization and also demands 

communication skills.  Would I do anything different?  No way!  Living in 

Clay County we had our limitations.  The Ridgeview experience is a lifelong 

experience that both my students learned from.”   --an IB parent of  2 students.

There is nothing better than a happy ending. I have more responses coming 

in and I will be posting them in the next newsletter and perhaps sending them 

out to Booster members in times of  needed encouragement.  The IB program 

isn’t a cake walk for anyone involved but there are certainly rewards available to 

those who put forth the effort.  The IB Booster Club thanks the IB faculty and 

administration for bringing the opportunity for a very bright future within reach 

of  our students!

“The dream begins with a teacher who believes in you, who tugs and pushes 

and leads you to the next plateau, sometimes poking you with a sharp stick 

called ‘truth’.”  –Dan Rather
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Junior Pinning
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Sophomores

2017The Class Of

Hello Sophomores!

Welcome back to another exciting 

and busy year.  Now is the time 

to really stay organized and con-

tinue to focus on your classes and 

getting the best test scores that 

you can. 

This year you should consider taking the PSAT/NMSQT test. This test is free to Sopho-

mores, yes FREE and is a great practice for the SAT. Students in their Junior year may 

be eligible to qualify for a National Merit Scholarship based on their scores. This year 

Ridgeview will be administering the PSAT on Wednesday, October 15. If you haven’t 

signed up for this years test don’t worry, you can take it again in your Junior year.  

Log into http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/psat/about for more infor-

mation. 

We would love to hear from you and “share” your accomplishments this year both 

with school and/or outside volunteer and sports activities. Please email your news 

to your Sophomore Booster representative Shelley Sornig (Jonathan’s mom) at shel-

leysornig@aol.com.

 2014 Bros in Bras

IB seniors Michael Ostrow, Joe Hansknecht, and 

Jonathon Sornig participated in the Bros in Bras 

fund raiser for Breast Cancer Awareness month at 

RHS. Over $700.00 was raised during this event. 

Way to go guys!

RHS-IB Shout Out
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Freshmen
Hello Ridgeview Pre IB Freshmen!

Welcome, you are the LARGEST Pre IB Freshman class in Ridgeview IB history! We all 

hope that you graduate as the largest IB class in Ridgeview IB history.

 I hope that the start of your Freshmen year has gone very well. You are fully into 

your course work now and things may be getting a little challenging. Don’t worry! If 

you need a little help, get some. You should know that tutoring is available and that 

all of your teachers will help you. All you need to do is ask. Sometimes just asking 

is the hardest part. Please know that everyone here wants you to succeed and be 

happy. 

Course work can be daunting. The key to getting it all done is organizing your work 

and your time. Keep a calendar of due dates and look at it every day. Don’t let 

yourself get behind. This is a skill that will help you throughout High School, College 

and beyond. It’s great to fi nd that you have gotten it done early and have freed up 

time for other stuff, friends and clubs or sports. 

Speaking of clubs, if you haven’t checked 

into the many clubs at Ridgeview, you 

should. They are a great way of making 

friends and spending time with them! 

There are many organizations that you 

will be able to join next year so fi nd 

out about them. For example, French 

or Spanish Honor Societies are terrifi c 

organizations that don’t require much 

time but are good community service organizations.  Check them out! Check out 

Drama, Gaming, Beta. Maybe there is no club that offers your interest, so consider 

starting one!

To sum this all up, you are already working hard; keep going, it gets better. Organize, 

organize, organize! It makes all things run more smoothly. Talk to your class mates, 

make friends, form study groups,  join clubs. The Ridgeview pre IB and IB classes all 

have their own personality and fi nd their way through together. I promise, when you 

become the Senior Class, Class of 2018, you will look back fondly on this year.  

Emilie Cohen, IB Freshman class representative 
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 As described, the IB Booster provides pins, medallions and traditionally have 
awarded a scholarship.  
 •A letter is available to be used to solicit funds from potential sponsors to fund 
these activities.
 •Tax Exempt Forms are available.

Booster Projects

Teacher thank yous

 Drama Concessions-  IB Boosters will now run the concession stand for the 
drama club performances.  There are two separate productions through the year. The 
fi rst is You Can’t Take It With You on Nov 6 & 9 and Beauty and the Beast in March.
 We need donations to sell at concessions.  Items that sold well were sodas 
(individual cans, name brands), water bottles, full size candy bars, skittles and name 
brand chips individual bags. Home made baked goods individually wrapped for $1 
sale are also big sellers
 In addition to items to sell we need volunteers and coolers to use those nights.  
The cafe has an ice machine and we are welcome to use the ice for our coolers.  We 
need to stock for 3 shows per performance and we expect an average of 200 + at 
each show.
 This is huge for us!  This is our fi rst real opportunity to raise money that 
can help with teacher events, pinning ceremony, senior events and scholarships.  
Obviously with more money comes more opportunity, so any help you can provide 
will go right back to our efforts for the program.
Should you be willing and able to donate items, drop them off in the IB offi ce, 
labeled “IB drama concessions, and we will make sure they get to the right place. 

Fundraising

 Each year the boosters put together gift baskets for the teachers to thank them 
for all their hard work.We will be sending out a request for yummy baked goods in 
early December.
 Also, at the teacher luncheon we raffl e off small prizes. We need donations of 
gift items to raffl e. Shopping for a small gift or gift card? Pick up one more! Have a 
gift (or gift card) that you aren’t going to use? Send it in! Of course, if you are willing 
to ask local businesses to donate gift cards and certifi cate, we would welcome those 
as well. 

Sponsorships
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Date 

Tues, Oct 21

Thurs, Dec 11

January 

Mon, Jan 27

Fri, MAr 6

Tues, April 21

Thurs, May 7

Time

7:00 pm

7:30 am

TBA

6:30 - 7:30 pm
7:30 - 8:00 pm

10:00 am - 1:30 pm

6:30 - 7:30 pm
7:30 - 8:00 pm

6:00 - 8:00 pm

Event 

IB Junior Pinning Ceremony

Holiday Teacher Basket Delivery

Recruitment Mtg

IB Booster Member Mtg
IB Booster Member Open Forum

Teacher Appreciation Lunch

IB Booster Member Mtg
IB Booster Member Open Forum

Meet & Greet for Rising Freshmen

Location 

RHS Cafeteria

Teacher Mailroom

RHS Cafeteria

RHS Media Center
RHS Media Center

RHS Panther Cafe

RHS Media Center
RHS Media Center

RHS Cafeteria

IB Booster Membership Form

IB Student’s Name:

Email:

Parents’ Names:

Grade:

Address:

Parents’ email:

2014-2015 Membership Fee: 

$25

Make check out to RHS and mail to:

Ridgeview High School
466 Madison Ave

Orange Park, FL 32065

Join the IB Boosters!
Member Benefits

IB student/ parent directory

Emai Communications

IB Informed Newsletter

IB Carpool Lists

Membership fees fund many booster initiatives such as a scholarship award, IB pins, and IB graduation medals.

IB Booster Events 2014-2015


